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Stories of Europe
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A discussion from different perspectives starting from the critical
reading of the books "L'Europa che fu" by Pietro Rossi, "European
Modernity" by Bo Strath and Peter Wagner, and finally, "Projekt
Europa" by Kiran Klaus Patel entrusted to Edward Tortarolo, Christoph
CorneliBen and Gabriele D'Ottavio

On the occasion of the recent European elections, the “Annali.Recensioni.Online” (A.R.O.) of the
Italian-German Historical Institute decided to open their Forum with a discussion from different

perspectives dedicated to “Stories of Europe*, which will develop from the critical reading of the
books above. Starting from the historical narrative of the main turns of the European events, we
offer a reflection on its overall parable and its prospects for the near future. To the examination of
the myths on modern Europe, these authors add a careful investigation of the recent history of the
European integration that allows the reader to deepen the main points of the debate around the
“Project Europe”.

As with every issue, A.R.O. opens with a Forum, in which key topics are debated or a work, which
the Editorial Staff deems particularly relevant to the issues addressed by the Historical Institute, is
discussed by a number of reviewers. A.R.O. is a young journal with four issues already out,
published every four months. It is connected to the Italian-German Historical Institute of
Fondazione Bruno Kessler, where its Editorial Staff is also based. The magazine is published in
electronic format and each issue contains around twenty reviews of volumes dedicated to
European history, with a chronological span ranging from the late Middle Ages/early Modern Age to
more recent history. A.R.O. is inspired by the most recent electronic specialist journals that have
established themselves in the field of international scientific publishing. The online format allows to
reach quickly and extensively both the specialist public and a wider audience of readers interested
in new trends or research discussions. The journal is open-access and allows users free
unrestricted worldwide consultation of its platform, as is the case for previously started web
publications of this kind. The reviews accepted in “Annali.Recensioni.Online” are published in one
of the following languages: Italian, German, English and French.

The journal aims to contribute in particular to the discussion in the context of transnational dialog,
and more specifically to dialog across the Alps, where important gaps continue to exist. Although a
series of new review journals have established themselves for many years in many scientific
cultures, as well as in the field of historiography, some deficits still remain. The two directors,
Christoph Cornelilen and Edoardo Tortarolo, explain it accurately in the journal’s editorial: “In this


https://aro-isig.fbk.eu/issues/latest/
https://isig.fbk.eu/it/

context, we have conceived A.R.O. as a new review journal focused primarily on promoting
scientific dialog between Italy and German language cultures, but that in addition to that, it aim to
offer a solid basis for the transnational debate of specialists in historical studies and of those who
have an interest in history. This is why A.R.O. aims to be a new and reliable platform for the years
to come”.

All the reviews published in A.R.O. are examined by the Editorial Board or by an external reader,
identified within the group of international referees that actively collaborate with the Editorial Staff.
Finally, all contributions go through a multi-stage referral process.

A.R.O. is a four-monthly journal, which is published as follows:

1. January 31
2. May 31
3. September 30

Issues published: 05.31.2018; 09.30.2018; 01.31,2019; 05.31.20109.
Reviews published: 84
Forums on published issues:

Distant neighbors (05.31.2018);

Recent studies on Machiavelli (09.30.2019);
History of Italian historiography (01.31.2019);
Storie d’Europa (05.31.2019).
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