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The ECOEMPOWER project - Empowering Energy Communities 

Driving Sustainability in Europe's Green Transition 

Energy communities will be central to the EU Green Deal strategy. They have the potential to help 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions noticeably and quickly, as half of all European Union citizens 

could be producing their own electricity by 2050, meeting 45% of the EU’s energy demand (Delft, CE 

Delft, September 2016). Energy communities require stronger local actions and citizen-owned 

initiatives. The ECOEMPOWER project - funded by the EU Life-program - shall promote and support 

the establishment of local offices (One Stop Shops) for the set up and development of Energy 

Communities in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece and Italy. 

Energy communities have gained increased attention, since they promote collective approaches to 

energy transition by actively involving citizens and small businesses. Such communities come in many 

shapes and forms. They encompass various organizational models, legal forms, activities, and 

technologies for renewable energy production, ranging from wind and solar to bioenergy and 

hydroelectric power. They engage in joint generation and supply, energy sharing, energy services, 

cooperative electro-mobility, fostering social and community empowerment and more. 

The benefits of these collective energy initiatives include strong environmental benefits, improved 

public acceptance of renewable installations, reduced energy poverty, enhanced social cohesion, 

energy autonomy, access to innovative financing schemes, and provision of distributed flexibility for 

improved energy network resilience. Yet, the model is new and a wide-spread establishment of such 

communities needs capacity building and empowerment. 

How ECOEMPOWER will foster EU energy transition? 

The ECOEMPOWER project aims to support regional authorities in triggering and facilitating energy 

communities. It establishes a One Stop Shop (OSS) as a physical and virtual hub where citizens and 

stakeholders can access integrated services and digital tools for setting up energy communities. The 

OSS raises awareness about the benefits of collective energy initiatives, assists in project feasibility 

analysis, business model development and capacity building. And it fosters networking between 

energy communities, public authorities, and technology providers.  

The regional One Stop Shops for energy communities will be developed and tested with the active 

participation of 5 regional authorities- in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece and Italy. Within 

those regional authorities, there will be active involvement of 15 Pilots, each of them corresponding 

to one local energy community project according to the EC definitions of Renewable or Citizen Energy 

Communities (RECs / CECs). Pilots have been chosen to represent various stages of development of 

the energy communities and associated needs. 

Fundamental for the project is the interdisciplinary consortium of 10 partners coordinated by 

Fondazione Bruno Kessler, through the Centre for Sustainable Energy. In addition to FBK there are 

other 2 research centers such as Università degli Studi di Trento (Italy) and Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes 

Energie Environnement (France); five public bodies/association such as Provincia Autonoma di Trento 

(Italy), Association Centrales Villageoises (France), Energie- & Umweltzentrum Allgäu (Germany), 

Pražské společenství obnovitelné energie (Czech Republic) and PERIFEREIA STEREAS ELLADAS/Region 

of Central Greece (Greece) and renowned industrial partners as BAUM consult (Germany) and 

UBITECH Energy (Belgium). 

What ECOEMPOWER will deliver? 

https://www.fbk.eu/en/
https://energy.fbk.eu/
https://www.unitn.it/en
https://en.auvergnerhonealpes-ee.fr/
https://en.auvergnerhonealpes-ee.fr/
https://www.provincia.tn.it/
https://www.centralesvillageoises.fr/centrales-villageoises-local-citizen-owned-energy-communities
https://www.eza-allgaeu.de/english/
https://prazskespolecenstvi.cz/
https://pste.gov.gr/
https://www.baumgroup.de/en/
https://energy.ubitech.eu/
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ECOEMPOWER will create services to support energy communities, both existing and yet to be 

established. The services will be tested in the pilot sites, where the communities and their 

stakeholders will be actively involved and engaged. 

This experience will then be valorized as a methodology and policy recommendations will be created 

to support regional One Stop Shops and energy communities in all Europe. 100 replicators will be 

involved already during the first year of project activities.  

Luigi Crema, director of the Centre for Sustainable Energy of FBK, underlines the impact of the 

project: “Energy communities hold a key role in the decarbonization of Europe and tackling climate 

change. They have the difficult but powerful role to empower local communities and enable them to 

engage in a path benefitting the individuals, the community, and the environment as well”. 

ECOEMPOWER Project Kick-Off 

On September 19th and 20th, , the ECOEMPOWER consortium met for the official project kick-off in 

Trento, Italy. Over 20 representatives of 10 project partners from the European countries Belgium, 

Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece and Italy came together for the first time. With the project 

kick-off they sealed the official start of their ambitious undertaking. The main topic of the first day was 

to get to know each other, agree on a common understanding of all project aspects, co-create first 

elements of a project identity and get an insight in every work package. The second day was dedicated 

to visit energy communities and cooperatives in the region and some renewable energy plants 

collectively operated and that will be part of the energy communities. 

“With this kick-off meeting we paved the ground for the next three years activities and we are now 

looking forward to a fruitful international cooperation of European regions. With this project we can 

contribute effectively to Europe’s decarbonization, as well as working for the well being of the local 

territories and population” says Diego Viesi from FBK, the ECOEMPOWER coordinator. 

About ECOEMPOWER 

ECOEMPOWER - ECOsystems EMPOWERing at regional and local scale supporting energy communities 

– is a three-year project, funded with more than 1 million EUR in the LIFE program and sub-programme 

Clean Energy Transition. This sub-programme continues to support the delivery of EU policies in the 

field of sustainable energy, in particular, the European Green Deal, the Energy Union (2030 energy and 

climate targets) and the European Union’s 2050 long-term decarbonisation strategy. The LIFE Clean 

Energy Transition sub-programme aims at facilitating the transition towards an energy-efficient, 

renewable energy-based, climate-neutral and -resilient economy by funding coordination and support 

actions across Europe.  

The ECOEMPOWER consortium is an association of 10 partners from 6 European countries, forming a 

balanced team of complementary institutions including 5 public bodies/associations, 3 research 

centres and 2 private companies. ECOEMPOWER has officially been launched on September 1st, 2023 

under the coordination of Fondazione Bruno Kessler and runs until 31st of August 2026. 

Project contact:  

For any information, please contact ECOEMPOWER project coordinator: 

Diego Viesi, FBK 

viesi@fbk.eu 
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ECOEMPOWER Facts & Figures 

Duration 

1st of September 2023 until 31st August 2026 

Financing 

Overall budget: € 1,578,810.68 funded by EU LIFE program with 1,5 million EUR. 

Consortium 

10 project partners from 6 European countries working together:   

• 1 from Belgium 

• 1 from Czech Republic 

• 2 from France  

• 2 from Germany  

• 1 from Greek  

• 3 from Italy  

FONDAZIONE BRUNO KESSLER  

• Location: Trento, Italy 

• Main operating domain: Research institute with focus on interdisciplinary approach 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: Project management and coordination; testing the project support 

mechanisms in pilot sites 

PROVINCIA AUTONOMA DI TRENTO 

• Location: Trento, Italy 

• Main operating domain: Governing body of the autonomous province of Trento, with direct 

legislative, administrative and financial jurisdiction 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: create or further develop a local regional One Stop Shop which will 

provide assistance to local energy communities 

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI TRENTO 

• Location: Trento, Italy 

• Main operating domain: University  

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: promote, support and sustain social participation in energy 

communities 

AUVERGNE-RHONE-ALPES ENERGIE ENVIRONNEMENT 

• Location: Villeurbanne, France 

• Main operating domain: Regional energy and environment agency of the Auvergne-Rhône-

Alpes region 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: create or further develop a local regional One Stop Shop which will 

provide assistance to local energy communities  

ASSOCIATION DES CENTRALES VILLAGEOISES 

• Location: France 

• Main operating domain: Local companies whose shareholders are mainly citizens, local 

municipalities and local companies 
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• Role in ECOEMPOWER: coordinate further development of the one-stop shop Centrales 

Villageoises model (creation of new communities, social engagement, setting up of new 

services, developing new business models...) and help replicate the model in other French 

regions and beyond 

ENERGIE & UMWELTZENTRUM ALLGAU GEMEINNUTZIGE GMBH 

• Location: Kempten, Germany 

• Main operating domain: Non-profit corporation that was founded to promote both energy 

efficiency and renewable energies 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: create or further develop a local regional One Stop Shop which will 

provide assistance to local energy communities  

B.A.U.M. CONSULT GMBH 

• Location: Germany, Munich/Berlin  

• Main operating domain: Consulting company, involved in the smart energy system 

development  

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: Business strategies and frameworks for cooperative energy supply; 

Sustainability, replication and exploitation of project results 

PRAZSKE SPOLECENSTVI OBNOVITELNE ENERGIE 

• Location: Prague, Czech Republic 

• Main operating domain: Organization by the City of Prague to prepare and install RES to 

city owned buildings and appliances 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: create or further develop a local regional One Stop Shop which will 

provide assistance to local energy communities  

PERIFEREIA STEREAS ELLADAS 

• Location: Central Greece 

• Main operating domain: Regional government of one of the thirteen administrative regions 

of Greece 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: create or further develop 5 regional One Stop Shops (OSSs) which 

will provide assistance to local energy communities 

UBITECH ENERGY 

• Location: Wemmel, Belgium 

• Main operating domain: Provide valuable knowledge in business models, energy strategies 

and leadership for all active and prospective actors in the energy markets 

• Role in ECOEMPOWER: technical support to the involved energy communities regarding 

local power system analysis, options for participation in energy markets, decision making 

on new assets and efficient energy resources scheduling 

Demonstrations 

5 real-scale regional Ecosystems in different European countries:  

• 1 in Italy 

• 1 in France 

• 1 in Germany 

• 1 in Czech Republic 

• 1 in Greece 


